Heber Valley Snow Levels Atop Roofs 
Causing Strain of Buildings, Barns 


By ALICE BUEHNER 
Wasatch Correspondent 
19 Mar LJJA 

MIDWAY — Old man winter 
has left his mark on the snowy 
tops of Heber valley, not only 
on mountain tops but also on 
rooftops. Well, at least they 
used to be roof tops. It is 


evident everywhere, that the 


weight of accumulated snow is 
deceivingly heavy. 


Wasatch County 


Take for example, the old 
Midway Schoolhouse — a pic- 
turesque landmark since 1912. 
Built of native pot rock, the 
edifice served as an educa- 
tional arena until 1975, when 
the new Midway elementary 
school was opened. 

Sadly, the old building be- 
came more of a liability than 
an asset to the town. Howeker, 
it was useful on occasions for 
such activities as dance 
classes and art shows. The boy 
scouts even built canoes in it, 
but virtually it was used as a 
storage area of paraphernalia 
for Swiss Days, according to 
town councilman, Grant Shel- 
ton. 

Town boards over the years 
have been loath to discuss the 
future of the building because 
of its sentimental attachment. 
But that decision was made 
for the city fathers last week 
when the whole back section 
of the roof caved in due to the 
heavy snow. Now the problem 
is safety. ‘‘The collapse of the 
roof jarred the second floor to 
such an extent that it bowed 
out the north wall,” Mr. Shel- 
ton said, ‘‘making it impossi- 
ble to repair.” 


Old School House Building roof has caved in from weight of snow. 


The town will meet Friday 
to discuss what must be done, 
but one thing is quite certian 
— the old building cannot re- 
main in its present condition. 
Mr. Shelton remarked, “It 


would have been difficult to 
take it down before this hap- 
pened. It's something we 
would have to deal with even- 
tually, but we knew it would 
cause a lot of feelings." 


As it is, the pot rock from 
the landmark could probably 
still be standing in years, he 
indicated, in the form of new 
city offices and town meeting 
hall. 
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Decisions Left 
to Community Citizens 
Wave 3 May TI 


Midway Citizens are faced wiht a serious problem. 
A historical building, the Old Midway Schoolhouse, 
collasped, and now th community is faced with the 
dilemma of whether to repair or destroy the building. 

Historic buildings add to the color and character 
and show the past heritage which made the com- 
munity and its people. The Midway School holds 
such a heritage for the citizens fo the town. 

There is a movement not to let the past fade away, 
and as such a community effort is now underway to 
save the historic old building. Renovating and im- 
proving the present condition in order to make it , 
once again, an attractive and presentable represen- 
tative of the community. 

There is also another train of thought on the 
building. It is stated that there is too much work to 
repair the building, more than the cost of construc- 
ting a new one. This same thought is that the 
building is in such a devistated condition that there 
would never be enough monies donated to get it into 
a useable condition. 

Architectural and structural changes would have 
to be considered along with heating and insultation 
problems investigated. They also argue the cost of 
destroying the building will place the city in debt, as 
special equipment and crews will have to be used to 
tear down the two story structure. 

There are truely two sides to this issue. We feel 
that the people of Midway must think about the 
commitment they will have to make, and the effect 
that either course of action will have on the com- 
munity. We feel that those who are interested should 
come out to the meeting tonight, May 3, and par- 
ticipate in the decision. If it is decided to reconstruct 
the building, make sure that there is total commit- 
ment, and onto half a committed town, which will 
only succeed in creating a monument to a lack of ac- 
tion. 

If the town can rally behind the effort to restore 
the school then a gift of untold value will be left 
future generations. Weigh your actions carefully as 
you now set the course that your town will set. 


Fate of Midway School 
Decided Tonight 


= i "e. “they serve. They üre'at a 'standstill — this building; and encourage you | 
"Meeting Starts at 6:30 about knowing what to do with to come out an attend the meeting. - 
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EN May 3, 1984 


Midway residents will have the 
opportunity to voice their views on 
whether or not the old Midway 
School will be demolished, at a 
meeting scheduled for May 3, 
1984 at 6:30 p.m. in the Midway 
Town Hall. 

The roof on the building 
collapsed in March from the heavy 

` snows, causing extensive damage 
to the structure. The Council will 
consider the pro's and con's on the 

> matter to determine if there is 
reason to recind a motion to 
demolish the building. 


One important question re- 
mains. Do the people of Midway 
want the old school building? 

There is a understanding that the 
boosters club is trying to rally the 
people of Midway to take of the 
restoration of the building, making 
it more than just an eye-sore to the 
community. N 

Dr. Kitty Ferguson has been ap- 
pointed by the Boosters to examine 
the possiblities of restoring the 
building. They will present some of 
their findings at this meeting. 

This meeting is open to all the 
public, and those who are in- 
terested should attend. 

The building is registered with 
the State Historical Society, and 
would be a great benefit to the 
community if it could be saved. 
The only other option is to take the 
building down, removing a hazard 
from the community. 

Midway City Councilmen all The Old Midway School Building is boarded up. It is now under the con- 


feel that they would like to act in sideration of the City Council as to what will happen to the historic 
the best interest of the community building. 
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als Decision of Old Midway Scho l Right? 


Ware lo May 


Dear Editor: 

We have been accused of being 
outsiders, of being the only people 
interested in saving the Old 
Midway School and of disregard- 
ing the financial limits of the City 
of Midway. First, we consider 
ourselves newcomers but not 
outsiders and there should be a 
difference. Second, most of the 
people we have talked to have said 
they would want the old building 
saved ifthere were a practical way 
to do it. (We wish more of them 
would speak up!) Third, we were 
trying to help by looking for 
affordable alternate solutions. 

We personally feel the old 


script has both Aesthetic and 


< economic value to the community. 


The building could be used for 
anything the city wanted, i.e. city 
offices, library, local handicraft 
shop, meeting rooms, commercial 
rental space, etc. However, if the 
citizens of Midway really do not 
want the old building under any 
circumstances then we agree, it’s 
time to call for the bulldozer. If the 
majority of citizens of Midway 
would like to keep and use the 
building but don't believe it is 
financially possible. then there is 
reason to delay demolition until 
the question is answered. 
Rehabilitation of historic build- 
ings is a highly specialized field 
quite different from modern 


c hdlrudin. Ni as specialists 
are sometimes needed for the best 
care of a human patient, they are 
also needed for certain buildings. 
‘or example, there is concern 
a out the safety of the building as 
. A specialist in restoration of old 
buildings stated the building is not 
a danger to the public as long as 
the windows are boarded to 
T ent entry. The pressure is off 
the walls so they are stable. 
| There is a possibility the old 
hool could be saved at no cost 
what-so-ever to the people of 
er A private firm has 
ffered to provide a study for free 
determine whether this can be 
dort. Federal matching grant 
noney is also available to do such 
4 study. 
Our original goal was to 
investigate the possibilities for 
taining ouside help for restoring 
he old Midway School. We were 
isked to do this by the Midway 
osters. The preliminary inform- 
gu is available. It's now up to 
he people of Midway. Do we 
estroy the building now or do we 
ke time to look at the choices? 
Drs. Bill and Kitty Ferguson 


